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She left London and settled in Halifax for a new life.
Now Genevieve Thompson has a new love too.

Wicked Gen
shows she’s
redl glass ac

GENEVIEVE Thompson has
achieved what many women
can only dream about.

In the space of §ix vears
she's completely turned her
life round and even has a
new name, Wicked Gen!!!

First the 4l-year-old es-

caped the rat race of Lon-
don with her partner, Peter,
headed north am:l seftled in
Halifax.

Now, two (:Jlﬂdren later,
Genevieve is forging a new
mwwrlmns a artistb and

piring  of y pass-
ing on her skills through a
range of courses held at her
home in Swires Road.

new company,
Crafts, first got into glass 10
years ago as a hobby to re-
lieve the boredom of her un-
inspiring IT job. She “fell in
love” with glass to such an
extent that she spent all her
spare time going to evening
classes, weekend courses
and summer schools all over
thecmmu'y

e specialises in fused
gm;e (and to a smaller ex-
tent stained glass) and cre-
ates some
inherbase'}%aem gm
workshop y range from
keyrings and necklaces to
bowls, platters, placemats,
lamp shades and framed

mmmmhmmﬁmmpm

Glass fusing is the art of
heating flat pieces of glass
in a kiln to a temperature of
about 800C until the separate
pieces “melt" into a single
piece of glass.

Leaded
art of joining together flat
pieces of glass using strips

pictures. She sells them oflead.

thmugh a local gallery, her
website  wickedgencrafts.
co.uk, at craft fairs and from
homeandpnwsrangefmm
£12 to £85.

Genevieve has two differ-
ent kilns but tends to use her
la glass

“Glass is amazing to work
with. It offers so much col-
our and texture and this is
what 1 love to play with. I
enjoy fusing the most. When
you put something in a kiln
and it comes out completely
different it really gives you
the wow factor,” says Genev-
ieve, who admits to emogmg
teaching almost as muc

qui
technical but at the same
time great fun. My students
really inspire me. It's won-
derful how they all work
with the same products but
create such unique pieces,”
says Genevieve who says

students range from their
early 20s to retirement
and come from as far aﬂa

da
as York and north York-
shire.

“Glass seems to be re-
ally back in fashion but not
many places offer courses
these days which is why I get
people from out of the area.
Many of my students com-
bine a course with an oppor-
tunity to look round Halifax
and hook into a hotel for an
overnight stay."”

Genevieve offers all sorts
of courses from two hour

taster sessions at £25 to one
e day courses at £85, and two

Month, a new initiative de-
signed to raise awareness
of the enormous amount of
creative talent we have in
the UK, and she's supporting
it in a big way with open stu-
dio events, taster sessions
and introductory courses in
both fused and stained glass.

Her next fused glass taster
sessions are on Saturday,
May 28, from 10am to 12 and 2-
4pm. Her studio will be open

to visitors at the same time
s0 they can watch students
at work and view her work.
She has also got an Introduc-
tion to Fused Glass two day

“Craft and Design Month
is the perfect time to l:r;r
something new and remind
people how craft is not just
important to the economy
but also to our wellbeing and
way of life. If we don't use the
talents of people on our door-
step they will disappear for-
ever,” says Genevieve who
is planning to start ev
classes next month and of-
fer a lot more taster sessions
and courses towards the end
of the year.

She has no regrets about
leaving London or her new
career. “Glass has become
almost an obsession. I now
go to sleep dreaming of it and
wake up with it on my mind.
So many ideas, solittle time,”
says Genevieve who can be
contacted on 07929 724349,




